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UNESCO 

Mrs. Bokova, Director-General 

Place de Fontenoy, 75007 Paris 

France 

 

 

 

 

The Global Alliance for LGBT Education (GALE) is a learning community of educators which aims to promote the 

full inclusion of people who are disadvantaged because of their sexual orientation or sexual identity by 

identifying, enhancing and sharing educational expertise. GALE is an NGO in official relations with UNESCO. 

 

Amsterdam, 8 April 2012          Reference: PD/2012-06                 Subject: leadership conference 12-13 April 

 

Madam Director-General,  

 

We have been informed about the International Leadership Conference at the UNESCO 

headquarters in Paris on 12 and 13 April, organized by the Universal Peace Federation 

(UPF) and the Women's Federation for World Peace (WFWP). This event has been granted 

the patronage of the Permanent Delegations of the Sultanate of Oman and the Republic of 

Kenya to UNESCO. In addition, the draft program indicates that Ms Lalla Aïcha Ben Barka, 

UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Africa has been invited as a panelist. 

 

We are very concerned about this conference because we have the strong impression that 

it conflicts with a range of UNESCO policies. 

 

The "new vision for peace and human development" promoted by UPF, is actually focused 

on combating sexual self-determination by promoting the exclusivity of so-called "blessed 

families" and at combating gender expression and same-sex relationships, as is evidenced 

in the extreme remarks of the main speaker Mr. Mark Brann, Secretary-General of UPF, 

who will speak at the conference. Mr Brann and UPF are followers of Reverend Sun Myung 

Moon, who has publically stated that "homosexuals and fornicators are like dirty dung 

eating dogs"). 

 

On the UPF website Ms. Sharon Slater, President of Family Watch International and partner 

of UPF, advocates lobbying in the international arena to promote the institution of the 

family and to combat sexual rights, including the Yogyakarta Principles, an internationally 

recognized guide to human rights related to sexual orientation and gender identity.  
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We are very concerned that extreme and homophobic opinions adhered to by the 

organizers of this conference are counter to a number of fundamental principles defended 

by UNESCO and the UN system, foremost of which is the principle of non-discrimination.  

At a time when the UN family and particularly UNESCO is at last beginning to publically 

defend the human rights of sexual minorities, it would be most unfortunate to be 

associated with a potentially offensive and reactionary event. 

 

The International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia (IDAHO Day)  was celebrated 

for the first time at UNESCO last May. On that occasion, you issued a strong message in 

which you took a clear stand on this issue: 

"L’homosexualité est aujourd’hui encore considérée comme un délit dans de nombreux 

États. Nous voyons aussi des cas où les injustices et les discriminations sont tacitement 

tolérées voire cautionnées par les discours public, malgré les garanties officielles de droits 

égaux pour tous. Nous devons nous élever chaque fois que cela arrive, et nous devons 

accompagner les hommes et les femmes dans leur effort pour faire respecter les droits de 

l’homme et les libertés fondamentales pour toutes les sociétés démocratiques." 

 

To mark the 2012 edition of  IDAHO Day  UNESCO will organize an event on homophobic 

bullying.  

On several occasions, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has spoken out unequivocally in 

defense of LGBT rights. 

"As men and women of conscience, we reject discrimination in general, and in particular 

discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. When individuals are 

attached, abused or imprisoned because of their sexual orientation, we must speak out…" 

(10 December 2010). 

 

Furthermore we consider that hosting such a conference at UNESCO is potentially 

damaging to the Organization. At the least it would send the wrong signal to the 

international community and may undo progress made thus far. 
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Therefore, we would like to express our deep concern to you, Madam Director-General.  

Since we are not sure to what extent UNESCO representatives actually support this event 

and its leadership strategy, we ask you to inquire about the intention of the speakers, 

bearing in mind the reputation that UNESCO has to maintain in this area. If this conference 

indeed intends to damage the UNESCO strategy, we strongly recommend that UNESCO 

reconsider its decision to host this event in its Headquarters, which is recognized 

internationally as a place of tolerance, human rights and diversity. 
 

 

I thank you for your attention and look forward to your response. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Peter Dankmeijer, 

Executive Director 
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This letter was also sent for information to: 

 

Mr. Eric Falt, ADG/ERI  

e.falt@unesco.oprg 

 

cc Sabina Colombo, NGO section 

 s.colombo@unesco.org 

 

cc H.E. Elizabeth Paula Napeyok, H.E. Dr. Musa Bin Jaafar Bin Hassan Ambassador of 
Uganda to France Minister for Culture to the Permanent and Permanent Delegation to 
UNESCO 
Uganda.embassy@club-internet.fr 

 

cc H.E. Dr. Mary Mbiro Khimulu , Ambassador, Delegation of the Republic of Kenya to 

UNESCO 

dl.kenya@unesco.org 

 

Dr. Musa Bin Jaafar Bin HASSAN 

Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Sultanate of Oman to UNESCO 

shaibaniya@moe.om; malyaqoubi@moe.om; onc@moe.gov.om 

 

cc Ms. Lalla Aïcha Ben Barka, UNESCO Assistant Director‐General for Africa 

la.benbarka@unesco.org 

 

Annex: references 
 

- Invitation to the leadership conference: http://www.weltfriede.at/ParisUNESCO12-04-

2012Invitation.pdf 

- Draft program: http://unipd-centrodirittiumani.it/public/docs/Draft_programme_UPF.pdf 

- Standard speech of Mr. Brann, key speaker: 

http://www.tparents.org/Library/Unification/Talks/Brann/Brann-090315.htm 

- Reverend Sun Myung Moon, stating that homosexuals and fornicators are like "dirty dung 

eating dogs": http://www.unification.net/1997/970504.html 

- Statement of Mrs Bokova on 17 May 2012 against homophobia: 

http://unescoglobe.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/message-from-irina-bokova-director-

general-of-unesco-on-the-occasion-of-the-international-day-against-homophobia-and-

transphobia-17-may-2011/). 
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